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LENTEN NOVENA
2012

march 23 to 31
FAITH
SAINT JUDE APOSTOLIC WORKS
2715 Côte-Ste-Catherine rD
Montréal, Qc (Canada) H3T 1B6
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Dear friends of Saint Jude,

Dear pilgrims of the heart,
In 1967, to mark the 19th century of the Apostles Peter and Paul’s martyrdom, Pope  Paul VI, promulgated a 
« YEAR OF FAITH ». 
For his part, Benedict XVI, to promote a new evangelism, decided to name the year 2012-2013 a YEAR OF FAITH. 
And that so that each baptized may «reclaim a clearer conscience of his faith, to rekindle it, to purify it, to confirm it and proclaim it.» (Benedict XVI)
Therefore, following Saint Jude, Gospel in hand, let’s rekindle in us, during this novena, the grace to believe. And let’s pray for those who haven’t received it yet..
Jacques Sylvestre, o.p. (Dominican)
Coverpage : CenterBlog.net

FIRST DAY : FRIDAY MARCH 23 
One day, the disciples could not cast out the demon from an epileptic. Jesus scolded them: « If your faith is the size of a mustard seed you will say to this mountain, "Move from here to there," and it will move; nothing will be impossible for you ». (Mt 17.20)

«Lord, I give up so in front of the conversions that have to be done. In respect to others, I prefer to keep quiet and not jeopardize myself. And yet, a word, a gesture from my part could call them out…» 

SECOND DAY : SATURDAY MARCH 24 

One day, on the stormy sea, Jesus slept. The Apostles said to Him : «Master, we are lost». « Why are you so frightened? Jesus tasked them. Have you still no faith? » (Mk 4.35+)

« Lord, my Church embarrasses me, seems shaken by too many scandals and too far from my problems. 
Who sleeps in the boat, is it you or me ?  I beg of you, come awaken my faith in You and your Church. 

THIRD DAY : SUNDAY MARCH 25 

One day, The Apostles said to the Lord, «Increase our faith ». (Lk 17 :5)

Lord, all around me, members of different religions have a rock solid faith. The zeal of the young shames me. They do not cease to gather, to pray together. For me, it’s the desert, emptiness, absence. Where is my faith? Come to my aid !» 

FOURTH DAY : MONDAY MARCH 26 

« if you have faith and do not doubt at all... everything you ask for in prayer, you will receive. » (Mt 21.21-22)

«Lord, what does it mean to believe? The crowds assemble to see miracles. When the Word disturbed them, they fled. Who a I when the Church speaks in Your name: a spy, an indifferent or an alert listener?  

FIFTH DAY : TUESDAY  March 27 

A woman that had been sick for 12 years was thinking : « If only I can touch his cloak I shall be saved ». Jesus turned around and he said to her: « 'Courage, my daughter, your faith has saved you ». (Mt 9 :20+)

Ô Lord, if only I could have faith like this woman. I have such difficulties in believing in the impossible, at your power. Come to my aid!
SIXTH DAY : WEDNEDDAY MARCH 28 

A Roman Centurion sent a Jewish elder to Jesus : «Lord I am not worthy to have you under my roof. Let my boy be cured by your giving the word». Jesus declared: « I tell you, not even in Israel have I found faith as great as this.' ». LK 7 :1 +)

They say that they don’t believe, they don’t know what to think, they live as if God didn’t exist because they don’t feel His presence. And yet God sent His Son to save Humanity. How can I be attentive to them or be tempted to excommunicate them? They are Your children !
SEVENTH DAY : THURSDAY MARCH 29 

In the region of Tyre and of Sidon, out of her country, a Syro-Phoenician woman yelled out : «Lord come to my aid. My daughter is being manhandled by a demon.»  «It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to little dogs, answered Jesus.» (Mark 7 : 21+) 

« The sinners, the women of ill repute, Jesus said, will precede you in the Kingdom of Heaven.» they are not like me, baptized Christians, but will they be necessarily be rejected by Jesus, who is the Father’s goodness ?
EIGHTH DAY :FRIDAY MARCH 30 
Thomas was not with them when the Risen Jesus came. « Unless I can see the holes that the nails made put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe ». Jesus answered him: « Put your finger here, Give me your hand; put it into my side. Do not be unbelieving any more but believe . Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe. » (Jn 20.24+)

Thomas wanted a proof of the salvation brought upon by Jesus: his wounds, the signs of the cross. When suffering comes upon me on my path or that afflicts me, Lord make me believe in your salvation and that I don’t revolt in front of something that seems to me to be scandalous..

Nothing is absurd since you preceded us on the road of Calvary
NINTH DAY : SATURDAY MARCH 31 
A widow pestered a judge. The latter, tired of her pestering : « Even though I have neither fear of God nor respect for any human person, I will give her just rights since she keeps pestering me ... Will not God see justice done to his elect... ? But when the Son of man comes, will he find any faith on earth?? (LK18,8)

«Ask... Knock,  seek...» taught Jesus. Give me,  Lord, this perseverance, sign of faith and of trust in you Fatherly Love. And if my request in keeping with your will, you will give me something else, an even better thing.
PRAYERS TO RECITE ALL THE DAYS OF THE NOVENA

PRAYER TO ASK FOR FAITH
Heavenly Father, you created Heaven and Earth. You made day and night, you separated light from darkness. For you, all is possible. You forgive sinners, you come to the aid of the unfortunate. Lord, listen to my prayer! Open my heart to your grace. Give me a burning faith in Jesus Christ so that truth be always implanted in my life.

Lord, I trust in your infinite mercy because without You I am lost. I offer You this moment of prayer as an expression of my Love for You..
Prayer to Saint Jude
O glorious Apostle Saint Jude, faithful servant and cousin of Jesus, the Church invoques you as Patron of hopeless cases. We humbly beseech you to eagerly  greet those who, in their distress, put their trust in you.

Come to the help of those who invoke you. Answer their prayers. Grant them, along with eternal life, the favour they beg of, from your powerful intercession. …

In return ,we promise to forever remember  you favours  and to make you known as the Patron of hopeless cases

 Saint Jude, pray God for us. 

(three times)

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Do not hesitate to send them to us before the novena to Saint Jude:

•
Either by regular mail at the following address:

•
Saint Jude Apostolic Works

2715 Côte-Ste-Catherine Rd,

Montreal, Qc,

H3T 1B6 (Canada)

•
Either by  telephone : 514- 845-0285

•
  Either by  fax : 514-735-2379

•
Either by e-mail :

demandessaintjude@yahoo.ca
During the novena, a huge urn is placed in the sanctuary of the Saint Jude oratory, located in our convent. We will put all your intentions and we will pray for all those who ask for our prayers.

We thank you for your generosity and ask the Lord that you may be rewarded a hundredfold!
WEB Page:

http://www.oratoiresaintjude.org/
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